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A VISION OF THE NEW CREATION 
Pastor Jim Dunn

 

2 Corinthians 5:14-6:2 

14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has 

died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no 

longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we 

once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 

the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 

and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 

world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 

message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 

his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God. 

 

6 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God 

in vain. 2 For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

    and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 23, 2012 

4TH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 



 
2 

 

Name the most famous paintings in the world. Among them would be the Mona Lisa, 

the Last Supper, and one whose name you may not recognize. But if you saw the 

painting, you might know it by its hands. It is titled The Creation of Adam, painted by 

Michelangelo on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in 1512. In reproductions, often only 

the hands are shown. The hand on the left hangs limp while the hand on the right 

stretches out to meet the other. Its pointer finger is extended almost touching the hand 

on the left. Whose hands are they?   

 

They are the near touching hands of Adam and God. Near touching, because there is 

a gap between Adam’s hand on the left and the finger of God on the right. They are 

about to touch. It appears that Adam has already been formed out of the dust of the 

ground, but he’s not yet alive, waiting for God to breathe into him the breath of life, 

waiting for the creating hand of God to finish its creative work, waiting to be part of 

the new creation. It won’t be long now. That gap is so small. 

 

Yet, that painting up on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel seems to have little to do with 

life down here. What if the gap between God and humankind would be measured by 

the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary, by the shooting at the theater in Aurora, 

Colorado, or by the bloody civil war in Syria? Where was God at Sandy Hook? We 

preach that Christ is near in this season of Advent, that He is coming, that the gap 

between God and humankind is getting smaller. But what’s happening out in the 

world and in peoples’ lives says that the Lord is far away, distant, removed from their 

hurts. And people are tempted to feel that He is far away, that He can’t be trusted to 

protect them. 

 

Into this tension, Paul says there is no gap (6:2): “Now is the time of God’s favor! Now is 

the day of salvation!”  

 

Does he mean like right now, when it’s too late to undo what happened at Sandy 

Hook? Does he mean like right here, at little Immanuel? How do these words apply to 

either right now or right here? 
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Or right then when Paul first said them? He wrote those words to the church in Corinth 

when they were in a huge mess. Paul had started that church. He had pastored that 

church. But now a lot of the folks in that church were asking, “Why should we listen to 

Paul anymore?” A group of false teachers had come to the church in Corinth, and 

they were amazing. They made the people feel good. They made sense. They came 

highly recommended. They claimed to have visions and revelations. But among the 

falsehoods they taught, they said there is no resurrection of the dead. And many in the 

church in Corinth believed them. The church in Corinth was a mess. Where was God at 

Corinth? What made Paul believe that God was at Corinth?  What made him believe 

that right then was the time of God’s favor in Corinth? What gave Paul that kind of 

irrational hope?  

 

Was it Paul’s confidence in his own charismatic leadership of the church?  No!  

 

Look at chapter 5 verse 14:  “Christ’s love compels us.”  Christ’s love caused Paul to 

trust that God was still in that church in Corinth, that it was even the time of God’s 

favor for that church, that there was no gap. Christ’s love equals a “zero gap” 

between God and humankind? 

 

Think again about that painting of Adam and God. How big is the gap in the painting? 

It is very small, because Adam was merely waiting for God to breathe into him the 

breath of life. Picture it. Adam waiting. Adam waiting merely a moment longer to take 

his first breath, to become part of that new, perfect creation of God. That was a small 

gap. Then God gave Adam life. Adam breathed. And there was no gap, because 

Adam lived in perfect harmony with God. But what happened when Adam fell into 

sin, fell for Satan’s temptation? It was like Adam fell into a huge cavern that suddenly 

opened up between God and humankind. Adam’s sin created a rift, releasing into the 

world all the evil, sin, and tragedy that plague us. The new, perfect creation was 

marred by a gap as deep and wide as the hurt and grief of 26 moms and dads. 

 

Then, God stretched forth His arm across that gap – in love! For it is Christ’s love that 

compels us to trust that the gap is gone. God stretched forth His arm across the deep, 

wide gap of our sins and griefs not to strike us down in wrath – but to bridge the gap.  
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He stretched forth His arm to lovingly reconcile us to Himself, and to breathe new life 

into us and make us part of a brand new creation.  We sing at Christmas, “God and 

sinners reconciled.” Paul writes (verse 19): “God was reconciling the world to himself in 

Christ”, on Christmas! 

 

On Christmas, God’s Son was born the son of Mary.  

On Christmas, God’s Son became human.  

On Christmas, God bared His mighty arm, stretched it forth, and the creating hand of 

God became also the human hand of Jesus, so that God’s holy Son could bear all of 

our sins, bear all of our griefs, nailed with them to a tree, nailed by them to a tree.  

 

Paul writes (verse 21): “God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us.” That is how 

God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ. God bridged the deep, wide gap 

with the death and the resurrection of His Son. 

 

At His resurrection, Jesus took that first breath of God’s brand new creation. Which 

shall fully come to pass at the resurrection of the dead. When Christ returns. Yet, here 

this morning, God stretches out His hand to touch you and make you part of His brand 

new creation. 

 

There was a family that needed to be made a new creation. A son in the family was in 

the hospital on a 24-hour suicide watch. He had tried to take his own life. At that 

moment God seemed far away. Well, it didn’t happen overnight, but eventually the 

Lord brought into that young man’s life a counselor. The counselor helped him greatly. 

The young man’s life gradually turned around. He matured. And still surprises his 

parents at how far he has come. And he’s not done. He’s not yet a new creation. 

There’s still a gap there. However, the hand of God, through the water and the Word 

of Holy Baptism, once touched him and the love of Christ is compelling. His family can 

see in his life the hand of God at work.  

 

Not finished.  
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For now is the day of God’s favor. Now is the day of salvation. Not on some ceiling far 

away, but here in our presence God comes to us to reconcile us to Himself!  

 

God comes to us in His Word proclaimed here this morning.  

God comes to us in His body and blood celebrated at this altar.  

God comes to us in words on the lips of those He has called and chosen and sent.  

 

Unlike God’s hand on the Sistine chapel ceiling, this hand is wounded and its wounds 

are precious. All of your sins and griefs and hurts are taken into the wounded hands of 

God as He comes and touches you, making you part of His new creation. Paul writes 

(verse 17): “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone, behold, the 

new has come.” 

    

AMEN 


